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Cincinnati's version of 'The Wedding
Singer'

Cadumn by The Fost's David Wecker

It's a strenuous business, marrying off a daughter - or rather, seeing to all
the details that inmediately precede and follow the actual betrothal. This 13
what Claudia Harrod 1z teling me, and she speaks from experience. She 1z
delighted she has but one girl child to give to the wedding mdustry.

Claudia 15 1 her eatly 50z and looks 10 years younger. She's marketing
director for the Cincinnat diwsion of the Amerncan Heart Association and
has spent 30-odd vears in public relations and special events planning. She
says she's used to dealing wath last-runute crises, like feeding 500 people

with a moment's notice.
"But this wedding was one of the hardest things I've ever done.” she says.

"Those wedding magamnesY They're responsible for a lot of it They plant
all these 1deas into the bride's head that vou've got to have this and you've
got to buy that. It's a whole industry. Pretty soon, it's spend, spend, spend

Claudia's daughter's name 15 Amy. Three yvears ago, Amy was lving in
Cohlunbus, attending Ohie State, dating a guy named Antomo Smyth, wath
a1 Antonio was nice enough, Claudia says. But i her opinion, he

wasn't nght for Ay,

Then one day in July, Claudia got a phone call from a long-time friend,
Gordon Strauss, an assistant i the Harlton County prosecutor's office.

"He said he'd found the perfect quy for Amy," Claudia savs.

"He told me his name, Scott Eubenstein, and that he workong as a clerk in
the prosecutor's office for the summer.

"Gordon steered the conversation to foothall, then to Olue State foothall
woott satd he'd never been to an OSTT game. At which pomnt, Gordon said,
“Well, T know this girl at Ohio State "

And go it was that the four of them agreed to meet for dinner at Arthur's in
Hyde Park. Scott was halt an hour late: he'd been waiting at Arnold's. He
showed up just as Amy was about to leave. They struggled at polite
conversation. Eventually, they exchanged phone numbers.

'O the way home that mght, I mentioned to Gordon that T didn't thank
they it it off," Claudia recalls.

"gordon says, 'Hit it off ¥ T know qust the toast I'tn going to say at their
wedding ' "

Claudia monttored the siation closely, but not much seemed to be
happening. It was three weeks before Scott called. Amy suggested they
go to J Arthur's i Montgomery to enjoy the vocal stylings of the one, the

only Mickey Esposite. She figured a bunch of her fiends would be there,
vou know, i case Scott turned out to be a schmoe.

What she didn't reckon on was the raw power of Mickey Esposito's
petrformance. Mickey Espostto 15 a human avalanche of entertaimment.
From "Iidnight Heur" to "Georgia” to "It's Mot Unusual,” he never stops
mowing. He has a mowe for every syllable of every song. Even when there
izt1't all that much emotion geing on i a song, he puts emotion i there
atyway. He's the only guy I've ever seen who locks cool even when he's

breaking a sweat.

It would be hard to say exactly when Scott and Amy fell in love. But it
was probably one night when Mickey was singing "Copacabana,”
swinging his microphone arcund like a championship Duncan vo-wo.

About a year ago, Claudia mentioned to Gordon that, if those two ever get
married, she'd have to fiqure a way to get Mickey Esposito to the
reception, even f st to sing that song.

That Movember, Aty and Scott were engaged. By January, Claudia was
planning a wedding.

The ceremony took place a few Saturdays ago at Eocledale Temple.
Mickey Esposito was domg hiz regular oig at T Arthur's that mght. Claudia
arranged to have him whisked to the temple during one of his 20-rinute
brealks.

He exploded onto the stage like a one-man Mongol horde and launched
to "Copa’ D The bride and groomed were dazed, but Amy
recovered first and pulled Scott onto the dance floor,

Wlimates later, with the last chord still shimmerng, ickey Esposito left the
bulding, hawing done his part to get the marmage of Amy and Scott
Eubenstein off to an excellent beginmng,

You can contact David Wecker af 513-352-2701 ar via e-mail o

sambets@choice net.
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